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EXAMINATION REPORT 



Ijjjfljjnational application No. 
*AU 98/00099 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

fx] the international application as originally filed. 

1 | the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , filed with the letter of . 

I | the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , filed with the letter of . 

| | the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , filed with the letter of . 

| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
| 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of 
the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4 EZ1 Tne amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
| | the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 

to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70. 1 7). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-10 


YES 



Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

2.1 NOVELTY (N). INVENTIVE STEP (IS ) 
Documents 

Dl SE 8602258 A (HB GSB Bolaget Handelsbolag), 15 January 1988 

D2 WO 82/01924 A (Design & Technology Services Pty Ltd), 10 June 1982 

D3 Patent Abstracts of Japan, M-584, page 7, JP 61-270567 A (Taiyo Sangyo KK), 29 November 1986 
Claim 1 

The documents Dl to D3 are the closest prior art of which D2 is considered to be the most relevant. Figure 7 of D2 
shows an arrangement wherein item 78 comprises the flexible barrier or in figure 2 wherein item 3 1 discloses the flexible 
barrier. But the flexible barrier does not define a chamber for containing fluid. Similarly in Dl, the strap 8 (the flexible 
barrier in the figure) does not define a chamber for containing fluid. In D3, item 4 (rubber hose) is considered to be the 
flexible barrier but again it does not define a chamber for containing fluid. 

In general, none of the documents disclose the feature of a chamber for containing fluid defined by a flexible barrier 
trapped between first and second surfaces and having a fluid inlet and outlet to control the flow into and out of the 
chamber defined by the flexible barrier. 

Accordingly, claim 1 is considered to be novel and to involve an inventive step. 

Claims 2-10 are appended claims and are also considered to be novel and involve an inventive step. 

2.2 All the claims satisfy the criteria of Industrial applicability. 
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